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regulation. 



Notice of Allowability 



Application No. 

10/581,011 

Examiner 

CLARK F. DEXTER 



Applicant(s) 

WORGULL, KLA US 
Art Unit 

3724 



~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address-- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the Initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . This communication is responsive to the response filed on May 23. 201 1 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1.2.4.7 and 9-12 . 

3. ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) S All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. ISI Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

fdentifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the bacl<) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 
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2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 

Paper No./Mail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. M Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. □ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An extension of time under 37 CFR 1 .136(a) is required in order to make an 
examiner's amendment wliicli places tliis application in condition for allowance. During 
a telephone conversation conducted on August 1 1 , 201 1 , Mr. William Valance 
requested an extension of time for 3 MONTH(S) and authorized the Director to charge 
Deposit Account No. 194675 the required fee of $1 ,1 1 0.00 for this extension and 
authorized the following examiner's amendment. Should the changes and/or additions 
be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 

1 .31 2. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: 

In the Claims 

Claim 8 has been canceled. 

Claim 1 has been rewritten as follows: 

--1 . (currently amended) A cutting head (1) for an electric hair cutting machine (4), 
comprising: 

one lower shearing blade (2) and one upper shearing blade (3) fixedly joined to 
one another, wherein each of said lower shearing blade and said upper shearing blade 
includes a shearing serration; 
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a slit disposed between said lower shearing blade (2) and said upper shearing 
blade (3) wherein the shearing serration of the lower shearing blade is separated from 
the shearing serration of the upper shearing blade : 

a cutting blade (5) comprising cutting teeth (6) and made from a flat material (7) 
having a substantially constant thicl<ness (S) between opposite blade surfaces, the 
cutting blade [[and]] configured to be driven [[drive]] in oscillation in opposite cutting 
directions an oGo ill at i ng d i root i on that are substantially parallel to said blade surfaces , 
wherein said slit forms i o conf i gured to form a guide that receives the cutting blade (5), 
wherein the cutting blade (5) is disposed between the lower and upper shearing blades 
and is configured to oscillate relative to botwoon the lower and upper shearing blades 
(2, 3), wherein said cutting teeth correspond to said shearing serrations on said lower 
shearing blade and said upper shearing blade and cooperate with said shearing 
serrations to cut hair , and wherein the thickness (S) of the cutting blade (5) is f l at and 
has a th i cknoss (S) of approximately 0.1 to 1 .0 mm; and 

a hair length cut adjuster (9) configured to adjust the relative positions of the 
blades bv moving ouch that the lower shearing blade (2) and the upper shearing blade 
(3) aro adjustab l e relative to the cutting blade (5), wherein whoroby the lower shearing 
blade {2} [[(20]] and the upper shearing blade (3) are adjustable adapted to movo 
relative to the cutting blade (5) in a direction that is substantially parallel to said blade 
surfaces and perpendicular to the cutting directions ooo ill at i ng d i root i on .--. 
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Claim 7 lias been rewritten as follows: 

--7. (currently amended) The cutting head as defined by claim 1 , wherein the cutting 
head (1) is configured to cooperate with a lubricant reservoir (8) i s assoc i ated w i th the 
cutt i ng hoad (1) .--. 

Claim 12 has been rewritten as follows: 

--12. (currently amended) The cutting head as defined by claim 1 , wherein the cutting 
blade (5) is configured to be driven without a pressure perpendicular to said blade 
surfaces a p i ano of tho b l ado when the blade is moved.--. 

In the Specification 
Page 1 , line 1 1 , "means of has been deleted. 

The paragraph beginning on line 1 of page 2 has been rewritten as follows: 

Th i s object i s atta i ned by tho charactor i st i cs of tho body of c l a i m 1 . Further 
advantageous refinements and features of the invention are disclosed in the dependent 
claims.--. 

The paragraph beginning on line 24 of page 2 has been rewritten as follows: 

Fig. 4, a top view taken along the line IV-IV in Fig. 1 , but without the cutting blade 
and slaving device, and without a hair cutting length adjuster; -. 
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The first two paragraphs beginning on line 1 of page 3 have been rewritten as follows: 
Fig. 7, a side view of the cutting blade with the [[a]] slaving device; 
Fig. 8, a plan view VIII-VIII of [[on]] the cutting blade and slaving device of 

Fig. 7; --. 

Page 3, line 28, "7.1 " has been deleted. 

Page 4, line 6, "oil" has been changed to --energy-. 

The second paragraph beginning on line 12 of page 4 has been rewritten as follows: 
The cutting head 1 is selectively provided with an integrated hair cutting length 
adjuster 9, making the shearing blades 2. 3 cutt i ng b l ado 5 capable of being displaced 
manually relative to the cutting blade 5. which is disposed in the slit 31^ in the direction 
of the arrow (arrow 32) via a lever 33. This hair cutting length adjuster 9 is in principle 
known from the aforementioned EP0856386B1 , particularly from Figs. 1 through 5 
thereof along with the corresponding description, but instead of the lower shearing 
blade, in this case the two shearing blades 2, 3 solidly joined to one another are 
displaceable/adjustable relative to the cutting blade 5. The cutting head 1 [[5]] is 
embodied as a structural unit 34 and is embodied as lockable to the hair cutting 
machine 4 (Fig. 2).-. 
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The paragraph bridging pages 4-5 has been rewritten as follows: 

To prevent soiling in an interstice 1 0 adjacent [[of]] the drive motor 1 1 and in the 
cutting head 1 , the cutting head 1 can be constructed as fully encapsulated. Moreover, 
the interstice 10 can be utilized for a lubricant reservoir 8, thus maximally dispensing 
with manual refilling.--. 

Page 5, line 5, "apart for" has been changed to -apart from--. 

The paragraph beginning on line 9 of page 5 has been rewritten as follows: 

Fig. 3 shows the cutting head 1 along the section line Ill-Ill in Fig. 1 , showing a 
section through the lower shearing blade 2, upper shearing blade 3, and cutting blade 5. 
The cutting blade 5 that oscillates back and forth is located between the fixed lower 
shearing blade 2 and the fixed upper shearing blade 3 and is shown here with its cutting 
serration 6 in the direction of the arrow (arrow 35) just before cutting a plurality of hairs 
18 (shown here only symbolically). The lower shearing blade 2 and the upper shearing 
blade 3 are provided in a line with an identical, diametrically opposed shearing blade 
serration 19 at equal spacings and having tooth gaps 20 of equal widths , and the cutting 
serration 6 of the cutting blade 5 is located at lesser spacings, so that the hair 18 will be 
cut not simultaneously but in staggered fashion. In practice, a serration ratio of 1 .5 
(shearing blade serration 1 9) to 1 .3 (cutting serration 6) has proven itself. To prevent 
the creation of a burr (as would be the case in stamping) in the manufacture of the 
cutting serration 6, the cutting serration is produced by erosion.-. 
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The paragraph beginning on line 24 of page 5 has been rewritten as follows: 

Fig. 4 shows a top view IV-IV on the cutting head 1 of Fig. 1 , but without the 
cutting blade 5 . the slaving device, and the hair cutting length adjuster 9.--. 

Page 6, line 4, "a slaving" has been changed to --the slaving--. 

The paragraph beginning on line 9 of page 7 has been rewritten as follows: 

Fig. 1 3 - in comparison to Fig. 2 - in a sectional side view shows a cutting head 
1 .1 of the prior art, which is joined to the housing 17 of a hair cutting machine 4J_ [[4]]. It 
also becomes clear here that a structurally required gap 21 (because of the oscillating 
upper shearing blade) between the cutting head 1 .1 and the housing 17 brings about 
soiling from fine hair particles in the interstice 10, which is prevented in the exemplary 
embodiment of Fig. 2.--. 

In the Drawings 

3. The following changes to the drawings have been approved by the examiner and 

agreed upon by applicant: 

In Figure 1 , numerals 13 and 50 along with their lead lines will be deleted. 

In order to avoid abandonment of the application, applicant must make these 
above agreed upon drawing changes. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/581 ,01 1 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3724 

Additional Prior Art 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. However, none of the prior art of record, either taken alone or in 
combination, teaches or fairly suggests the claimed invention. 

Remarks 

5. The above changes to the claims were made for further clarity and to more 

clearly distinguish the claimed invention with respect to the prior art. For example, the 

last paragraph has been amended with insertions such as the following: 

"a hair length cut adjuster (9) configured to adjust the relative positions of 
the blades bv moving the lower shearing blade (2) and the upper shearing blade 
(3) relative to the cutting blade ..." 
to clarify that the hair length cut adjuster is configured to actively cause movement of 

the lower and upper shearing blades relative to the cutting blade. Further, claim 8 has 

been canceled since it was directed to features of the hair cutting machine which is not 

part of the claimed invention. 

The above changes to the specification have been made and the changes to the 

drawing agreed upon to correct informalities and for further clarity. 

6. Any Inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CLARK F. DEXTER whose telephone number is 
(571)272-4505. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Boyer D. Ashley can be reached on 571-272-4502. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 -273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/CLARK F DEXTER/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3724 

cfd 

August 12, 2011 



